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‘Mobility’ is just a word! 

• Different transport modes
• Different governance models 

• Important though differentiated imbrication public / private sectors 

• History of mode-specific liberalization (aviation, railways)

• Multi-level governance

• ‘Public services obligations’
• Multi-level governance impact (especially in the EU!), lex specialis compared to market 

(regulation) 

• Long distance vs urban transport 
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• ‘Mobility’ is actually the project with datafication and digitalisation
• Digitised consignment notes; (proposed revision for) ITS Directive, although road mobility as 

an entry point; ‘smart mobility’ experiments

• Importance of (physical, and increasingly digital) infrastructure
• Importance of public funding

• Transport is local!

• Network effects

• Incomfortable position of some actors between ‘public’ and ‘private’ logics
• Liberalisation process (see the role of infra managers) 

• Impact of PSI / Open Data Directive, DGA and High-value data sets Reg (PSBs and public 
undertakings)

• Liberalisation→ fragmentation→ interfaces → data (Montero & Finger, 2017)

• Safety-critical

Elements of convergence
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What mobility (datafication) can teach
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Experience with interoperability

• Interoperability by law as a result of liberalisation and thus fragmentation of 
economic operators/ions
• Interoperability as part of liberalisation (law) →mainly sector-specific

• Community-building exercise as a means to establish consensual standards (see TAF and TAP 
TSIs): 
• Co-regulatory approach;

• long-term endeavour; 

• insider-outsider phenomena.

• Modal interoperability can stand in the way of inter-modal interoperability and data 
exchange 
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Platformisation and infrastructure 

• When datafication means platformisation
• Risk of digital platformisation of legacy players through external datafication (e.g. smart 

mobility private players) (Montero & Finger, 2017)

• Not only a market issue (i.e. ‘the value of data’) but also an infra & public funding issue

• Risk reinforced by the ‘data as infrastructure’ motto (Ducuing, 2020) 

•  Illustration of the general argument ‘data is local’ 

• From infrastructure to platform and back 
• Challenges the regulatory focus on sole ‘data’ (impl. as a resource) 

• Towards more integrated regulation of value chains? 

• Growing literature qualifying digital / online platforms as infrastructure by analogy (Rahman, 
2018; Plantin et al., 2018; Montero & Finger, 2021; Busch, 2021): a way forward? 
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